
         August 7, 2013 
          Brigantine, New Jersey 
 
 
A Council meeting was held this date in Council Chambers at 6:00 P.M. with Mayor Guenther 
presiding. 
 
Present: Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther 
Absent:  None 
 
Mayor Guenther led the flag salute after which Deputy Mayor Kern offered a brief prayer.      
 
Mayor Guenther read the statement pertaining to the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
                                    *                                  *                                  * 
 
Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Kern to approve the Council Meeting 
Minutes of 6/5/13 and Executive Session Minutes of 7/17/2013. 
 
 
Roll Call: Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry. Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”.    
 
Motion Carried. 
 
                                    *                                  *                                  * 
 
Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilwoman McClay to approve the Requisition 
List, Operating Expenses and Payroll. 
 
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 

*   *   * 
 
Proclamation:  Police Officer Joseph Sweet  
Mayor Guenther acknowledged Officer Sweet, who was accompanied by his wife Lea. Mayor 
Guenther explained that Officer Sweet will be deployed as part of the US ARMY Reserves to 
Afghanistan this month for one year.  
 

*   *   * 
 
Brigantine Beach Cultural Art Commission presented awards for the winners of the Festival of 
the Wind Photo Contest.  
 

*   *   * 
 
 

Councilman Simpson rescinded his vote on the bill list, saying that he will abstain on voting for 
check #1008 made payable to Simpson/Maul and vote “yes” on the remainder of the bill list.  
 
   *   *   * .  
 
Councilman Simpson moved, seconded by Councilman Picardi to adopt the following resolution. 
 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 
RESOLUTION 2013-101 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
Roll Call: Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
 
Motion Carried. 



 
Council retired to executive session at 6:15 P.M. 
 
   *   *   * 
 
Council returned from executive session at 7:26 P.M. 
   
City Solicitor Fred Scerni reported that Council discussed the following topics in Executive 
Session: health benefits options & report of commercial contract negotiations.   
 

*   *   * 
 

Golf Course Discussion 

Stephen Kay of Stephen Kay & Doug Smith, Golf Course Design, LLC presented a proposal for 
development of a master plan for the golf course. 

 
Mike Lange Jr. of 1201 Sheridan Blvd. commented on the Links property, speaking against 
changing the structure of the course.  
 
Bruce Hirschlein of 903 E. Evans Blvd. spoke for the change in structure of the course, saying 
that he does not feel the Links needs a management company. 
 
Carol Bew of 707 Sterling Place spoke against changes to the structure of the golf course, saying 
that the debt is too close to being paid off the make any changes.  
 
Mr. Burns spoke against changes to the structure of the golf course.  
 
Vince Sera of 912 Sarazen Rd. spoke against changes to the golf course structure.  
 
A resident spoke against changes to the golf course structure.  
 
Sue Clark of 514 Caverly Rd. spoke against changes to the golf course structure.  
 
Mike Tourigian of 1001 Sheridan Blvd. spoke against changes to the golf course structure.  
 
Maryann Ford of 3719 ocean Ave. spoke against the changes to the golf course structure.  
 
Mike Snyder of 10 Beach Cove spoke in favor of changes to the golf course structure.  
 
Tommy LaPera of 11 Beach Cove spoke in favor of changes to the golf course structure.  
 
Helen Monk of 1 Bay Court spoke in favor of the changes to the golf course structure.  
 
Councilwoman McClay commented that her family lives on the golf course and her family golf’s 
and she does not think this decision is a political one; further saying that the golf course means a 
lot to her and currently it cannot be sold but it is a burden on everyone when the course does not 
generate revenue.  
 
Councilman Pullella commented that no one has said the golf course would be sold; council is 
only discussing possible changes to the structure so the golf course can generate revenue. 
Councilman Pullella further stated that the Steering Committee has met to discuss options such 
as; a long term lease that is under 25 years without an RFP with a golf course architect 
completing a master plan; saying that otherwise the City has to subsidize the capital 
improvements.   
 
Councilman DeLucry presented a handout to council addressing the golf course with options of 
what could be done to make the golf course a revenue generating course; further stating that 
there has been no discussions regarding selling or developing the golf course but stated it is in 
financial trouble. 
 



Councilman Simpson Commented the in past years the golf course has generated income, but 
further says that he does not feel that leasing it out is the answer to the problems it is facing now.   
 
Councilman Kern commented that there were no discussions regarding selling of the golf course, 
but said it does need work and a third party could be brought in to update the course to make it 
generate revenue.  
 
Mayor Guenther discussed the Golf Course revenue being economically driven and how the 
effects of Superstorm Sandy did affect the revenue. Mayor Guenther continued to say that there 
is a way of phasing in debt that will not have a significant impact on the future operation of the 
course; before exploring different options.  
 
By voice resolution, Councilman DeLucry moved, seconded by Councilman to appoint Stephen 
Kay of Stephen Kay · Doug Smith, Golf Course Design, LLC to develop a Master Plan for The 
Links at Brigantine Beach, contingent upon negotiation of an appropriate contract.  
 
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
 
Discussion of dog park location.  
 
Janet Saudargas of 463 West Shore Drive announced that there are confirmed donations of 
$31,000.00 to the new dog park. Superintendent of Public Works Ernie Purdy discussed the size 
of the area being discussed; in regards to the cost of moving electric lines, fencing and other 
operational costs.  
 
Mike Morgan of 4408 Atl-Brigantine Blvd. commented that he met with the dog park committee 
to discuss the location, saying that no one spoke to him about the location.  
 
Maria Underwood of 208 6th Street So. commented that the Mr. Weiss donated the funds for the 
first dog park and has generously agreed to donate to the new location; but stated that he is 
requiring it to be located next to the Community Center. Councilman Picardi commented that the 
new park cannot be larger in size as it may be too close to the houses at the location.  
 
Gail Sikorski of 26Surside Drive commented that she felt the new location had already been 
determined; she then questioned why it was being discussed again.  
 
Walt Hansen of 314 40th Street South commented that the locations keep changing and the topic 
has been discussed at numerous meetings and there is still no dog park.  
 
Stephanie Howe of 144 44th Street commented that the old location was right behind her home 
and she was happy it was closed and feels the City does not need a dog park; saying that the City 
should not allow the donor to dictate where the park should be. 
 
George Moore of 31 Vardon Rd. expressed his concerns as to why the donor is setting the 
guidelines for where the park should be located; asking if there has been an inventory done of all 
the open space in town as to where the park could be located.   
 
Anne Phelps of 1300 Ocean Ave. expressed her desire for a dog park, but said she was against 
the new proposed location.   
 
Nancy Fitzpatrick of 36 Cummings Pl. spoke in favor of the dog park, asking if the T-Ball field 
could be used temporarily until the new permanent location has been determined.  
 
Councilwoman McClay commented that there has been a lot of work done to move the dog park, 
saying that at the last meeting Council unanimously voted to move it next to the Community 
Center. Councilwoman McClay further stated that she had no idea until tonight that there was a 
change to this location. Mr. Morgan responded by saying that since the last meeting, all of the 
dog park advocated have gotten together to discuss the location and that is where the change 
came from.  



 
By voice resolution Councilman Pullella moved, seconded by Councilman DeLucry to allow 
dogs temporarily on the Minor League Baseball Field for a temporary time period of 30 (thirty) 
days.  
 
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi:  All “Yes”. 
       DeLucry, Kern, Guenther: “No”. 
       Pullella: Abstained. 
 
Motion defeated. 
 
  *    *    * 
 
By voice resolution Councilman DeLucry moved, seconded by Councilman Pullella to allow 
dogs temporarily on the Minor League Baseball Field for a temporary time period of 30 (thirty) 
days; with the approval of the Baseball Association.  
 
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern:  All “Yes”. 
      Guenther: “No” 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
 
  *    *    * 
 
Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman DeLucry to introduce the following 
ordinance and advertise for public hearing. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 6 OF 2013 
BOND ORDINANCE – GOLF COURSE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

 
Public Comments  
 
John Pucci of 100 Sheridan Square asked if there were changes to the master plan with this 
ordinance and City Manager Jennifer Blumenthal commented that the improvements listed are to 
replace equipment lost by Superstorm Sandy, irrigation control boxes and the roof repairs.  
 
Anne Philips of 308 27th Street asked if the ordinance was included in the Utility Budget or the 
Municipal Budget and Ms. Blumenthal stated that it was the Municipal Budget.  
 
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 

*   *   * 
 
Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman DeLucry to introduce the following 
ordinance and advertise for public hearing. 
 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 
ORDINANCE NO. 7 OF 2013 

 
BOND ORDINANCE – CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

 
Joan Reese Evans of 1419 Bayshore Ave. asked for clarification on the portion of the ordinance 
regarding “bulkheads”, saying that she feels this is an important topic that needs more 
discussion.  
 
John Pucci of 100 Sheridan Square questioned why bond council wasn’t at the meeting tonight 
since there are bond ordinances on the agenda and Ms. Blumenthal said that bond council was on 
vacation, but they had discussed these items with council prior to the meeting. Mr. Pucci 
requested having copies of the ordinances in the future, so the public can be more informed.  



 
Tom Ferret of 1515 Ray Ave. commented on the bond ordinance, saying it should be worded 
clearer so the public understands what the funds are for.  
 
Anne Philips of 308 27th Street asked for clarification of a section of the bond ordinance and if 
they were Superstorm Sandy related and City Engineer Ed Stinson commented that there are 
Sandy related repairs in the storm sewer section. 
 
Robert Costello of 108 Hudson Cove asked if paving the parking lot at 16th Street was included 
in this bond and Mr. Stinson said that it was not in this estimate.   
 
Roll Call:  McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella:  All “Yes”. 
      Simpson, Kern, Guenther: “No”. 
 
Motion Defeated. 
 

*   *   * 
 
Councilman DeLucry moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to introduce the following 
ordinance and advertise for public hearing as amended. 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 9 OF 2013 

SALARY ORDINANCE 
 
Anne Philips of 308 27th Street commented on the longevity that employees receive.  
 
John Pucci of 100 Sheridan Square questioned how the maximum or minimum amounts were 
calculated.  
 
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern:  All “Yes”. 
      Guenther: “No”. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
 

*   *   * 
 
 
 
Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION 2013-102 
APPOINTING RECYCLING COORDINATOR 

 
Roll Call:  McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 

*   *   * 
 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following resolution 
as amended.  
 

RESOLUTION 2013-103 
EXTENSION OF THE WAIVER OF PERMIT FEES FOR SANDY RELATED REPAIRS 

 
After discussion, it was decided to extend this until December 31st.  

 
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 



 
*   *   * 
 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following 
resolutions and requests.  
 

RESOLUTION 2013-104 
RENTAL INSPECTION REFUND 

 
RESOLUTION 2013-105 

RENTAL INSPECTION REFUND 
 

RESOLUTION 2013-106 
REAL ESTATE TAX REFUND 

 
Coast Guard Wet Drills Request 
Brigantine Elks Raffle License #667 
Cape Atlantic Coalition for Health Skin Screening Request 
Women’s Surf Fishing Club Tournament Request 
So. Jersey Cancer Stephanie Burke Beach Run Request 
Brigantine Rams Movie Night Request 
Remax Realty Event Request 
Brigantine Elks Bayfest Request 
 
 
Roll Call: Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
 
Motion Carried. 

 
   *   *   * 
   
Public Comment 
 
 
A resident voiced his disapproval on the voice resolution passed tonight regarding the baseball 
field being used for a temporary dog park.  
 
Rose Roberts of 94 Sarazan Rd. commented on the discussion of the Golf Course Management 
Company, saying she will be OPRA requesting the tape of tonight’s meeting to clarify any 
questions she has regarding this topic. Ms. Roberts then questioned why the Director of Public 
Safety was not in attendance and Ms. Blumenthal commented that he was on an unpaid 
scheduled vacation.  
 
James Mackey of 1235 Vardon Rd. commented on the hiring of the Public Safety Director, 
expressing his disapproval.  
 
Close of Public Comment  
 

*   *   * 
 
There being no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned at 11:59 P.M.  
 
 
 

 ________________________ 
        Mayor Philip Guenther  
___________________ 
Lynn Sweeney, RMC 
City Clerk 


