
         March 20, 2013 

         Brigantine, New Jersey 

 

 

A Council meeting was held this date in Council Chambers at 6:00 P.M. with Mayor Guenther 

presiding. 

 

Present: Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther 

Absent: None 

 

Mayor Guenther led the flag salute after which Deputy Mayor Kern offered a brief prayer.      

 

Mayor Guenther read the statement pertaining to the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

                                    *                                  *                                  * 

 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to approve the Council Meeting 

Minutes and Executive Session Minutes of March 6, 2013. 

 

Roll Call: Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry. Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”.    

 

Motion Carried. 

 

                                    *                                  *                                  * 

 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Delucry to approve the Requisition List, 

Operating Expenses and Payroll. 

 

Roll Call: Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry. Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”.    

 

Motion Carried. 

*   *   * 

 

Mayor Guenther called for the public hearing on Ordinance No. 2 of 2013 regarding exceeding 

the municipal budget appropriations limits and to establish a cap bank. 

 

 

Councilman DeLucry moved, seconded by Councilman Pullella to adopt Ordinance No. 2 of 

2013.  

 

 

Roll Call: Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry. Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”.    

 

Motion Carried. 

 

*   *   * 

 

Councilman Pullela moved, seconded by Councilman DeLucry to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2013-21 

 

MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

 

City Manger Jennifer Blumenthal commented that at the last council meeting council instructed 

her to create a budget with a 3.4 cent tax increase and she has since worked with Chief Financial 

Officer, Christian Johansen, CPA and City Auditor, Michael Cesaro. Mr. Cesaro spoke about the 

changes that were made to decrease the budget to a 3.4 cent increase.  

  

Roll Call: Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry. Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”.    

 

Motion Carried. 



 

*   *   * 

 

Discussion took place regarding the Director of Public Safety position. Mr. Hayducka, President 

of the New Jersey State Chiefs Association thanked council for allowing him to speak tonight 

and requested council to reconsider the Director of Public Safety position, explaining the many 

negative aspects he felt the position would create. Mr. Postorino, President of the New Jersey 

Career Fire Chiefs Association also spoke against council hiring a Public Safety Director, stating 

the many reasons why he felt it would not be beneficial for the City. Atlantic City Fire Chief 

Dennis Brooks spoke against the City hiring a Public Safety Director, saying that he felt it would 

be a bad decision. Ocean City Fire Chief Chris Breunig spoke against the hiring of a Public 

Safety Director, saying that he felt the position does not allow the departments to run effectively.  

 

 

Councilwoman McClay moved, seconded by Councilman DeLucry to approve the following 

resolution.  

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2013-22 

 

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT 

 

Roll Call: Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry. Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”.    

 

Motion Carried. 

 

*   *   * 

 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Pullella to approve the following 

resolution. 

 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

 RESOLUTION 2013-23 

POLICE UNITY TOUR CHARITABLE ROADWAY SOLICITATION 

 

Roll Call: Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry. Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”.    

 

Motion Carried. 

 

   *    *    *  

 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to approve the following 

resolution.  

 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2013-24 

AUTHORIZING APPLICATION FOR MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE FUNDING FOR 2013 

 

Roll Call: Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry. Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”.    

 

Motion Carried. 

 

   *    *    *  

 

Manager/Council/Committee Discussion regarding changing of Council Meeting Dates for April 

and July. After discussion it was decided that the Saturday council meetings would be changed to 

April 17th, due to a conflict with the Baseball Opening Day Parade. Ms. Blumenthal discussed 

having a meeting in July on a Saturday and after discussion, it was decided the meeting would 

take place Saturday, July 20th at 10:00 A.M.; confirming that this was the only meeting 

scheduled in July.   



 

 

Consent Agenda  

Councilman Pullella moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to approve the following 

requests.  

 

Roll Call: Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry. Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”.    

 

Motion Carried. 

 

   *    *    *  

 

American Legion Raffle License #651 

American Legion Raffle License #652 

Brigantine Elks Raffle License #653 

St. Thomas Catholic Church Raffle License #655 

St. Thomas Catholic Church Raffle License #656 

St. Thomas Catholic Church Raffle License #657 

Clean Ocean Action Beach Clean Up Request 

St. Andrew By The Sea Request 

Association of Surf Angling Clubs Tournament Request 

 

Roll Call: Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry. Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”.    

 

Motion Carried. 

 

   *    *    *  

 

Public Comment 

 

Helen Hagopian  of 5 Shipmaster Drive expressed her concerns regarding the budget, saying it 

needs to be decreased and council should look into laying off of employees.  

 

Ralph Latrella of 707 Bobby Jones Road spoke about the Public Safety Director position, saying 

that he feels the candidates should be someone who has backgrounds in all of the departments to 

which they will be overseeing.  

 

James Mackey of 1325 Vardon Road spoke against the hiring of a Public Safety Director.  

 

Norm Weiner of 600 East Beach Avenue asked for clarification of the proposed tax rate and Mr. 

Cesaro clarified that the municipal rate would be .522; saying there is no firm numbers as far as 

county and school rate. Mr. Weiner then spoke against the Public Safety Director position.  

 

Joan Rees-Evens of 1419 Bayshore Avenue spoke about things that she thinks will help the 

island during the next storm; such as the dunes, bulkheads and drainage. Ms. Rees-Evans said 

that that the dunes are looked at regularly and they worked to protect the City from flooding, but 

the bulkheads are not enforced; saying that some homeowners have them and some don’t which 

she feels caused excessive flooding during Hurricane Sandy. Ms. Rees-Evans also expressed her 

concerns regarding the drainage in Brigantine, saying that her street floods during a heavy rain 

and asked of the drainage could be looked into. Superintendent Public Works Ernie Purdy stated 

that there is no law that says a homeowner has to have a bulkhead and Ms. Rees-Evans stated 

that there is one currently in effect, but Mr. Purdy said that this law was not enforceable due to 

State Statue, which overrules the City Ordinance. Ms. Rees-Evans expressed her concerns with 

the bulkheads, saying that she feels there needs something needs to be done to protect the City 

from further damage and Ms. Blumenthal suggested she visit her next week to discuss the issue 

further.  

 

Dennis Reily of 402 28th Street asked how much revenue does the City receive from delinquent 

taxes and Mr. Cesaro commented that the City generates revenue at the tax sale.  

 

Rich DeLeon spoke on behalf of the Brigantine PBA asked what the savings were going to be, if 

the City hires a Public Safety Director and Ms. Blumenthal responded that there was a 



preliminary analysis that was done but was not available for tonight’s meeting. Officer DeLeon 

asked for details regarding the one budget scenario that included layoffs, asking when these 

layoffs would take place and Ms. Blumenthal said that there was no layoff plan, but was looking 

for cuts to the budget. Officer DeLeon expressed his concerns regarding possible layoffs, saying 

it could lead to dangerous situations for the people on the shifts in all departments. Councilman 

DeLucry explained his view of why council is looking into the Public Safety Director position, 

saying that they are advertising for a position to see if there are qualified candidates out there and 

he thinks council should vote tonight on authorize the City Manager to advertise.  

 

Ann Wenitsky of 4725 Atlantic Brigantine Boulevard spoke against the hiring of a Public Safety 

Director. 

 

Mike Feeley spoke on behalf of BrigStrong saying that the Sandy Recovery Workshop was a 

huge success with over 250 people attending.  

 

Ed Huber of 8 Risley Road spoke against the hiring of the Public Safety Director.  

 

Vince Sera of 912 Sarazen Road spoke against the hiring of a Public Safety Director, saying that 

there is no savings analysis done to see what the cost benefits are.  Mr. Sera explained that as a 

lifeguard he has worked when there was a Public Safety Director and he feels that it did not to 

the benefit of the public. Councilman DeLucry said that it was impossible to calculate what the 

prospective dollars and cents saving are going to be and at no time did they say there would be a 

huge cost savings.  

 

Tige Platt of 157 Coolidge Avenue, Absecon representing the Fire Department spoke against the 

hiring of a Public Safety Director for the many reasons such as the fact that there would not be a 

cost savings due to there being the potential of over time with lack of coverage and the serious 

safety factor.  

 

Eric Matuzan of 216 14th Street North said that he submitted a letter for a beach clean up with the 

Boy Scouts and City Clerk Lynn Sweeney said that he has submitted it too late to make this 

agenda, but council asked if council could vote on it now.  

 

By voice resolution, Councilman DeLucry moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to approve 

the Boy Scouts beach cleanup for April 14th at the Cove Beach. 

 

Close of Public Comment  

 

Council Comments 

 

Councilman Picardi stated that all council is doing is gathering information on the Public Safety 

Director position and he has not formed an opinion one way or another on the topic. 

 

Councilwoman McClay stated that she has not made a decision yet, but the topic did come up for 

discussion and the position is currently in the salary ordinance.  

 

Councilman Simpson stated that he has made his decision already, saying that he is voting to not 

hiring a Public Safety Director.  

 

Councilman Kern commented that he will second the motion when it is put before him to direct 

the City Manger to advertise for the Public Safety Director, saying that council is exploring the 

idea and they need data to see if the position would be favorable or not.  

 

Councilman Pullella stated that council respects the residents and the employees and wants the 

employees to be safe, but they have the position of Public Safety Director in the salary ordinance 

and there was a previous city manager that did act in that capacity. Mr. Pullella then said that 

council is gathering information to make the City more cost effective without jeopardizing public 

safety.  

  

Mayor Guenther spoke against the hiring of a Public Safety Director saying that during 

Hurricane Sandy the departments pulled together to work for the safety of the residents and he 

feels that type of work ethic comes from the Chiefs.  



 

Councilman DeLucry commented on the budget, saying that last year he suggested a staffing 

analysis and he feels this should still be done. 

 

Councilman Pullella moved, seconded by Councilman Kern to direct the City Manager to 

advertise for the position of Director of Public Safety.  

 

Roll Call: McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella :Yes 

     Guenther, Simpson: No 

 

 

 

*   *   * 

 

Councilman DeLucry moved, seconded by Councilman Picardi to adjourn the meeting. 

 

There being no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 P.M. 

 

 

 ________________________ 

        Mayor Philip Guenther  

___________________ 

Lynn Sweeney, RMC 

City Clerk 


