
        March 14, 2013 

        Brigantine, New Jersey 

 

A Council Meeting was held this date in Council Chambers in City Hall at 6:00 P.M. 

with Mayor Guenther presiding. 

 

Present:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern 

 

Absent:  None 

 

Mayor Guenther led the flag salute after which Councilman Kern offered a brief prayer. 

 

Mayor Guenther read the statement pertaining to the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

   *   *   * 

 

Mayor Guenther stated that this meeting was to discuss the 2013 Municipal Budget. City 

Manager Jennifer Blumenthal presented Council with budget scenarios that included a 

6.2 tax increase, 3.4 tax increase, 2.2 tax increase and a 2.1 tax increase, saying that these 

are for informational purposes only. Ms. Blumenthal then said she recommends the 6.2 

tax increase. Councilman Picardi said that he would find it very difficult, if not 

impossible to support a 6.2 increase, saying that there are too many people living in 

Brigantine that are having difficult financial hardships already and this would further hurt 

them. Ms. Blumenthal then asked Councilman Picardi if there was a tax increase 

presented tonight that he could support.  He responded by saying that he would like to see 

them land somewhere in the middle. Councilwoman McClay explained that a 6.2 increase 

would not be acceptable for her or her constituents, saying that the total increase would 

be over $469.00 and that was a lot of money for people who have already been 

financially hurt by Superstorm Sandy. Councilwoman McClay said that she is confident 

that Ms. Blumenthal can find the cuts needed without jeopardizing the quality of life for 

the residents. Mayor Guenther commented that the county budget has an increase as well, 

due to the lost ratables in Atlantic City and a school tax increase which would equal 

something he couldn’t support, nor would the taxpayers be able to afford. Councilman 

Pullella commented that there is a line item for unfunded liabilities which represents 

retirement payouts and he suggested that Brigantine acquire a trust fund to try to offset 

this type of situation; furthering asking Council to appropriate $450,000.00 to begin trust 

fund for these liabilities and take the line item out of the budget; and if needed bond for 

these payouts in the future. Councilman Pullella then said he does not support a 6.1 tax 

increase, saying it is too burdensome for the taxpayers. Councilman DeLucry commented 

that he is very hesitant to support any budget that doesn’t fund the retirement operations 

and added that the City had to bond for Hurricane Sandy costs and other things and that 

Council should be looking at salary and wages. Ms. Blumenthal discussed the options 

that Council had with layoffs and possible retirement payments, saying that if Council 

had any suggestions on how to reduce expenses through something other than salary and 

wages, she would be open to hear their suggestions. Mayor Guenther said that there 

would be more layoffs with the 6.2 tax increase than with a 3.2 increase.  Ms. Blumenthal 

responded that there could be layoffs, but they would be for the 2014 budget year. Ms. 

Blumenthal then asked if Council would need another special meeting prior to the 

introduction date of March 20th and Council decided that March 19th would be the next 

special meeting to discuss the budget.  

 

 

Public Comment  

 

Micheal Feely representing the Beachcomber Newspaper announced that the BrigStrong 

Sandy Recovery Workshop is this Saturday at the Brigantine Community Center from 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm. Mr. Feeley then asked if the members of Council had time to read 

the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs Action Plan, saying it was a 

comprehensive document that could impact our island.  

 

John Johnson of 36 Coquille Beach Drive asked council if they have looked at the City 

debt to see if it could be restructured to save money. 



Anne Phillips of 308 27th Street spoke on behalf of the Taxpayers Association said that 

the City has a spending problem and said that if council approves the 6.2 increase, it 

would be a 12.7% increase over last years municipal purpose tax rate; saying that tax 

payers can’t afford this spending any longer. Ms. Phillips asked Council to approach the 

contractual employees to ask them to consider givebacks.  

 

A resident suggested adjusting people’s salaries or considering furlough days to help the 

budget.  

 

Frank Papa of 105 Roosevelt Blvd. asked what the savings would be if the City hired a 

Public Safety Director as opposed to a chief of fire, police and lifeguards.  

 

Tom Bordonaro speaking on behalf of the fire department asked for clarification on the 

budget cuts, asking if next years budget had to be cut even more than the proceeding 

budget to be in the 2% cap.  

 

Bill Randolph of 210 15th Street North questioned how many houses were damaged by 

Hurricane Sandy and Mayor Guenther said about 150 homes are completely damaged and 

then asked about the population. Mr. Randolph questioned why there was unfunded sick 

leave.  

 

Anne Phillips of 308 27th Street stated that New Jersey is due to receive $1.9 billion 

dollars from the funds that congress passed, asking how much Brigantine was due. Ms. 

Phillips then asked when the county was going to repair the seawall.  

 

Mayor Guenther asked for updates on the progress of the Library repairs.  Mr. Purdy 

explained that they are looking for volunteers to repair it because the costs are too high.  

 

 

 

 

   *   *   * 

 

Council Comments  

No additional comments were made.  

 

   *   *   * 

 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 P.M. 

 

 

                                                                                    ______________________ 

       Mayor Philip J. Guenther 

 

____________________________ 

City Clerk, Lynn Sweeney, RMC 

 

 


