
         June 22, 2013 
         Brigantine, New Jersey 
 
 
A Council meeting was held this date in Council Chambers at 10:00 A.M. with Mayor Guenther 
presiding. 
 
Present: Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther 
Absent:  None 
 
Mayor Guenther led the flag salute after which Deputy Mayor Kern offered a brief prayer.    
 
Mayor Guenther read the statement pertaining to the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
                                    *                                  *                                  * 
 
Mayor Guenther introduced and thanked BrigStrong Chairperson Rev. John Scotland, saying that 
BrigStrong is the long term recovery group that had been helping since Superstorm Sandy.   Rev. 
Scotland thanked all of the volunteer members and announced that a workshop meeting was 
being held at the Brigantine Beach Community Center to assist residents in the grant process.  
Councilwoman McClay added that peopled can obtain information on the various grants at 
www.renewjersey.org.   
 
                                    *                                  *                                  * 
 
Mayor Guenther reported on a consorted effort of politicians at all levels to study the flood maps 
and the impact they have on the homeowners in the affected areas.  Mayor Guenther asked 
Council to authorize Ed Stinson to appeal the zoning of the remaining twenty properties that are 
still in the “V” zone.  Municipal Engineer Ed Stinson felt that the newly released maps are very 
conservative and there shouldn’t be any homes in the “V” zone in Brigantine.  Mr. Stinson said 
that he will soon be meeting again with F.E.M.A. to discuss this matter.  He also encouraged any 
homeowner that suffered flood damage to apply for the R.R.E.M. grant.  Councilman Picardi 
asked the residents to write to officials to pressure them to change the schedule of the 
implementation of the increase in flood insurance rates to be spread out over a twelve year period 
instead of four. 
 
   *   *    * 
 
Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilwoman McClay to approve the Council 
meeting minutes of May 8, 2013 and the Executive Session minutes of June 5, 2013. 

 
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
   *    *    *  
 
Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilwoman McClay to approve the requisition list, 
operating expenses and payroll. 
 
Councilman Delucry questioned item #6813 payable to Doran Engineering for $3,000.00.  City 
Manager Jennifer Blumenthal said that she would check the original purchase order.   
 
Councilman DeLucry moved, seconded by Councilman Kern to pull item #6813 from the bill 
list. 
     
Roll Call:  McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern:  All “Yes”. 
                  Simpson, Guenther:  All “No”. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 



Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to pay the additional items on the 
bill list. 
 
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the process of verifying items that are placed on the bill list for 
Council’s approval.  Mayor Guenther felt that the items should be vetted by the City Manager 
before being presented to Council.  City Manager Blumenthal said that the items are approved by 
the department heads and the C.F.O. and once Council approves them then she signs off on them.    
City Engineer Ed Stinson explained that check #6813 made payable to Doran Engineering in the 
amount of $3,000 was for the work done to put the Brigantine Avenue Paving Project out to bid.  
Mr. Stinson said that it was authorized by Council in approximately April.  A heated discussion 
occurred regarding the payment of Doran Engineering bills.    
 
By voice resolution, Councilman Pullella moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to pay the 
additional change order in the amount of $592.00 to Doran Engineering. 
 
City Engineer Ed Stinson recommended paying the additional $592.00 to Doran Engineering for 
the additional time involved on the reconfiguration and repaving of the “Jack’s Pharmacy 
Triangle” project. 
    
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
                  Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern:  All “No”.  
 
Councilwoman McClay asked if there was a breakdown of days and hours submitted on the 
Doran Engineering bill.  Mr. Stinson reported there was a total of all of the worker’s times at 
their hourly rate. 
 
Motion Defeated. 
 
   *   *   * 
 
 
Councilman Simpson asked Mr. Scerni how the City could be hiring a Public Safety Officer 
when there is an ordinance referencing a hiring freeze and at the same time have an ordinance 
with the salary of $30,000.00 for a Safety Officer; when he understands Dan Howard will 
receive $70,000.00. Mr. Scerni commented that the salary ordinance runs from $30,000.00 to 
$70,000.00 and then stated that the City Labor Council was consulted in the hiring process.  Ms. 
Blumenthal stated that hiring freezes do not pertain to essential positions.  Mayor Guenther said 
he wasn’t aware that the City Manager had hired a Director of Public Safety and felt the process 
was “less then transparent and confused at best”.  Mayor Guenther felt the position was not 
needed and the money could be better spent elsewhere.  Mayor Guenther added, “We have 
confident leadership within the departments to take over those departments and to work with the 
management team in the city to make recommendations for efficiencies in the future.”  
Councilman DeLucry said that he “recognizes the authority that the City Manager is suppose to 
have” and had always found her to be responsive to him when he has an issue.  Councilwoman 
McClay didn’t think the hiring of a Director of Public Safety should have been a surprise to 
anyone.  Councilman Pullella referred to a recent newspaper article and felt “something had to be 
done to quell the comments that were made in that article about public safety” and that Ms. 
Blumenthal has his full support in the hiring of Mr. Howard.  Councilman Kern said he had 
previously recommended a staffing audit be done and the previous majority of Council felt it 
should be done by the City Manager.  Councilman Kern said this appointment is the result of her 
audit and he agrees with her decision on a temporary basis and hope it works out well for the 
City of Brigantine.  Councilman Kern added, “If it does not work out we can discontinue this and 
reconsider the possibility of chiefs in all of these departments.”  Mayor Guenther said that if a 
staffing analysis has been done, he would like a copy of it along with the financial analysis.  City 
Manager Blumenthal stated that she had previously mentioned in an executive session her plans 
to possibly make Chief Holl the Director of Public Safety.  She said that prior to Chief Holl’s 
passing; she had been working with him regarding efficiencies in the fire department.  Ms. 
Blumenthal reiterated that Mr. Howard was hired on an interim basis.  Ms. Blumenthal 



introduced Mr. Howard.  Mr. Howard explained the purpose of his job and stated, “I am here to 
help.  I am sure that there is a little skepticism with that statement but I bring experience, I bring 
the opportunity to bring my education.  I have a master’s degree.  I am a certified public 
manager.  I have had the opportunity in the course of my career to train and mentor more 
importantly many officers and supervisors of command staffs.”  Mr. Howard added, “I am here 
just as an administrative oversight to help guide some things and take some of the pressure off 
because there are staffing issues of the administrative stuff.”                       
 
 
   *    *    *  
 
Councilman Kern moved, seconded by Councilman Pullella to adopt the following resolution. 
 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE  
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-80 

 
Change of Custodian for Petty Cash for Police Department 

 
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Kern, Pullella, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
   *     *    * 
 
Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following resolution. 
 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-81 

 
Authorizing Participation in Safe and Secure Communities Grant 

 
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Kern, Pullella, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
   *     *    * 
Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilwoman McClay to adopt the following 
resolution. 
 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 
RESOLUTION 2013-82 

 
Tonnage Grant Application  

 
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Kern, Pullella, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
   *    *    *  
 
Manager/Council/Committee Discussion 
Dog Park:  Councilman Picardi felt that the current location was unfair to the surrounding 
neighbors and would like it to be dismantled immediately.  Mayor Guenther agreed with 
Councilman Picardi’s suggestion and suggested forming a committee to find a new location for 
the dog park.  Councilman Simpson would like a notice sent to all neighbors who live in the 
immediate area of any site that is considered so they can be made aware of any impact it may 
have on the neighborhood.   
 
Councilman Kern appreciated that it was an inconvenient to close the dog park but it was unfair 
to the surrounding neighbors to keep it open and felt the park should be closed immediately. 
 



Councilwoman McClay did not feel it was fair to the people who use the park to close it 
immediately.  She thought they should be given a short amount of time until of new location 
could be found. 
 
Councilman DeLucry felt the project needed to move forward and a new location needed to be 
found. 
 
Councilman Picardi felt that the surrounding neighbors had been inconvenienced long enough 
and agreed with closing the dog park immediately. 
 
Mayor Guenther wanted the neighbors to be brought into the process and be part of the solution.  
Mayor Guenther agreed with the immediate closure of the dog park and that the City needs to 
make a serious effort to find a new location. 
 
By voice resolution, Councilman Kern moved, seconded by Councilman Picardi to immediately 
suspend the operation of the dog park. 
 
The above motion was voted on after all public comments were made. 
 
Roll Call:  Simpson, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
                  McClay voted “No”. 
 
Motion Carried. 
   
Jet Ski Tours: 
Councilman DeLucry reported that the Beach Committee would like Council to consider 
authoring the City Manager and the City Solicitor to put together an R.F.P. to see if this would 
be a viable program.  City Manager Blumenthal felt there were several concerns that would need 
to be addressed and recommended the project be put out to R.F.P.  Kip Emig of the Brigantine 
Beach Patrol suggested that the City look into the laws regarding operating vehicles from the 
beach into the water.  
 
By voice resolution, Councilman DeLucry moved, seconded by Councilman Pullella to authorize 
the City Manager and City Solicitor to prepare a request for proposals for Jet Ski tour services. 
 
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
Councilman Kern was concerned with items that appear on the agenda without all of Council 
having the opportunity to vet the topics.  Councilman Kern suggested forming a committee that 
would do their “due diligence” in looking into these topics and report their findings back to 
Council so they would be better informed.  Mr. Scerni said that he was aware of other 
communities that use the committee system and stressed the fact that the committees do not 
make any decisions they just gather information.  Mayor Guenther said that Council has to work 
as a whole and didn’t want Council’s opinion based solely on the recommendation of the 
committee. 
 
Beach Committee: 
Councilman DeLucry relayed information from the Beach Committee and said they would like 
“no littering” signs installed at the beach entrances.   
 
Councilman DeLucry spoke on behalf of City Manager Jennifer Blumenthal and was disgusted 
with comments made about her on different websites.  He said she has always been professional 
and “never played favorites”.  Councilman DeLucry also praised her work in dealing with local 
businesses, the Sandy recovery process, the budget process and her innovative ideas to bring new 
business on to the island.                       
 
Public Comment  
James Mackey of 1325 Vardon Road felt the hiring of a public safety director at an annual salary 
of $70,000 was a disservice to the public safety departments of Brigantine. 
 



Anne Phillips of 308 27th Street spoke on behalf of the Brigantine Taxpayers Association stated 
that the appointment of a public safety director has “professional merit and is timely”. 
 
Joseph Musumeci of 4241 Atlantic-Brigantine Blvd. suggested locating the dog park to a piece 
of property that he owns on the Blvd. that would be away from homes. 
 
Maria Underwood of 208 6th Street North felt the abrupt closing of the dog park was 
unreasonable and suggested using the same space temporarily but on a limited time schedule. 
 
John Ferret of 1315 Ray Avenue disagreed with the hiring of a public safety director and felt it 
was inappropriate during a hiring freeze. 
 
Catherine Giovanetti of 918 Bayshore Avenue reported she is still in the “V Zone” and hopes 
that the City will appeal the designation.  Several Council members voiced their agreement.   
 
Betty Reynolds of 706 Sterling Place asked where the money was coming for to cover the salary 
of the Director of Public Safety.  Ms. Blumenthal said that Fire Chief Holl’s salary will cover it. 
 
Sally Sooy of 805 Bobby Jones Road was “appalled” by the City Manager’s comments regarding 
the captain’s not being management material.   
 
Beth Dolan of 106 Bayshore was pleased with the beach badge inspectors being stationed at the 
entrance of the beach.  Ms. Blumenthal acknowledged Julie Emig’s work.  Ms. Dolan also 
voiced her concerns about the reoccurring flooding in front of the Bible Church. 
 
A woman who uses the dog park asked the City to leave additional trash bags at the park so 
people can clean up after their dogs.  She also suggested using the area at the base of the water 
tower as a temporary location. 
 
A resident who lives at of 26 Surfside Road recently moved to Brigantine because of the dog 
park and doesn’t feel it is fair to close the dog park. 
 
Bob Eastwood of #144 44th Street lives directly behind the current dog park and it has negatively 
affected his quality of life along with his property value.   
 
Fire Captain Tom Bordonaro of #217 Boston Avenue, Egg Harbor Township encouraged 
everyone to attend the blood drive honoring Chief Jim Holl on July 3, 2013.  Mr. Bordonaro 
feels that the Brigantine Fire Department is one of the finest in the State of New Jersey.  He was 
upset with the City Manager’s comments.  Captain Bordonaro added “Her saying that we are not 
competent to manage ourselves is just not true.”  He feels the Public Safety Officer does not 
know what is going on in the different departments and feels that having this position only 
clouds the issues that the department has. Mr. Bordonaro questioned if a resolution was ever 
done to place an ad in the paper for the position.  Mayor Guenther said there was a resolution.  
City Manager Blumenthal said it is an interim position and the permanent position will be 
advertised.  
 
Retired Police Chief Arthur Gordy remembered 12 years ago when a director of public safety 
was brought in and it didn’t take long before then Chief Wilkins sparred with the civilian officer.  
Chief Gordy guarantees that the new hiring will lead to additional law suits.   
              
A gentleman of #134 44th Street was pleased with the replenishment of the north beach.  He 
didn’t agree with the hiring of a public safety director or the current location of the dog park. 
 
Jerry Szucs of #1201 Ocean Avenue thanked Council for holding a Saturday meeting.  Ms. Szucs 
asked everyone to support the new Director of Public Safety. 
 
Rose Roberts of #903 Sarazen Road noted all of Mayor Guenther’s help during Superstorm 
Sandy and felt that the City Manager showed bias for not standing up for Mayor Guenther. 
 
Sue Wick of #100 45th Street explained the dog command of “recall” and space is needed to train 
your dog how to do this. 
 



Nancy Fitzpatrick of #36 Cummings Place asked how long it would take to install a new dog 
park.  Superintendent of Public Works Ernie Purdy said approximately three to six weeks.  City 
Manager Blumenthal noted everything has to comply with the purchasing laws. Ms. Fitzpatrick 
felt that the idea to dismantle the park immediately is “ludicrous”.   
 
A woman who lives near the dog park described the negative affect the dog park has had on their 
lives. 
 
Frank Papa of #105 Roosevelt Blvd. North explained that he is a dog lover and feels that his dog 
is a member of the family and feels the best location for the dog park is next to the Ram’s field.  
Mr. Papa said that the people of Brigantine voted for change and commended Ms. Blumenthal 
for making changes. 
 
Deena Donofrio of #4205 Atlantic-Brigantine Blvd. felt it was not fair to “attack” Councilman 
DeLucry for standing up for the City Manager. 
 
Ann Wenitsky of #4725 Atlantic-Brigantine Blvd. hoped that the position of C.F.O. will be 
posted. 
 
Emedio Marcozzi of #4101 Atlantic-Brigantine Blvd. congratulated Jennifer Blumenthal on her 
financial duties. 
 
Police Captain Ray Cox of #6402 Tanglewood Drive, Mays Landing said that the public safety 
in Brigantine is second to none and wants to keep it that way.  Captain Cox reported that he had 
been demoted and his “good name and character have been assassinated.  I was wrongly 
removed without just cause, without due process and that will be heard later.” 
 
Close of Public Portion 
 
   *    *    *  
Consent Agenda 
Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Kern to adopt and approve the following 
resolution and request. 
 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 
RESOLUTION 2013-99 

 
DOG PARK REFUNDS 

Brigantine Yacht Club Beach Request 
Ray Avenue Block Party Request 
Clean Communities Shredding Event and Green Team Fair 
Beach Clean Up 
 
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
 
Motion Carried 
        
   *    *    *  
Council Comments 
Councilman Kern reminded the public of the upcoming blood drive in honor of Fire Chief Jim 
Holl.  Councilman Kern also announced that the water tower has finally been painted. 
 
Councilman Simpson presented the City with a jersey that was worn at recent scrimmage at 
Rutgers University where New Jersey municipalities that were affected by the storm were 
represented. 
 
Councilman DeLucry reminded the public there will be one meeting in July and that will be held 
on the 17th at 6:00 P.M. 
 
Councilwoman McClay announced July 6th is Family Fun Day and July 10th the Democratic 
Club is sponsoring a public meeting on the Affordable Health Care Act. 
 



Councilman Simpson said that he is holding a 1st Ward meeting on June 25 at 6:00 P.M. 
regarding flood maps and the golf course.  
          
   *    *    *  
Councilman Simpson moved, seconded by Councilman Picardi to adopt the following resolution. 
 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 
RESOLUTION 2103-100 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
City Manager Jennifer Blumenthal reported that the following topic would be discussed in 
Executive Session:  Personnel 
   
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
City Clerk read the statement pertaining to the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L. 1975, Chapter 
231, excluding the public from a meeting in certain circumstances. 
 
Council retired to Executive Session at 1:55 P.M. 
 
   *    *    *  
Council returned from Executive Session at 2:05 P.M. 
 
Councilman Simpson moved, seconded by Councilman Picardi to resume the meeting. 
 
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  Al “Yes”. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
City Solicitor Fred Scerni reported on the topics that were discussed in Executive Session:  
certain matters of personnel specifically the position of C.F.O.    
 
   *    *    *  
Councilman Simpson moved, seconded by Councilwoman McClay to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Roll Call:  Simpson, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Pullella, Kern, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:10 P.M. 
 
   

 ________________________ 
        Mayor Philip Guenther  
___________________ 
Lynn Sweeney, RMC 
City Clerk 


