
                    August 5, 2015 

               Brigantine, New Jersey  

 

A Council meeting was held this date in Council Chambers at 5:00 P.M. with Mayor Guenther 

presiding. 

 

Present: Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther 

Absent:  None 

 

Mayor Guenther led the flag salute after which Councilman Sera offered a brief prayer.   

Mayor Guenther read the statement pertaining to the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

                          *                                   *                                   * 

 

Councilman Simpson moved, seconded by Councilwoman Bew to adopt the following 

resolution. 

 

RESOLUTION 2015-165 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

City Clerk Lynn Sweeney read the statement pertaining to the Open Public Meeting Act, P.L. 

1975, Chapter 231, excluding the public from a meeting in certain circumstances. 

 

Council retired to executive session at 5:02 P.M. 

 

                                     *                                   *                                  * 

 

Council returned from executive session at 6:10 P.M. 

 

Municipal Attorney Fred Scerni reported that Council discussed the following topics in executive 

session: contract negotiations with the I.A.F.F. and the P.B.A., a vacancy in the Cultural Arts 

Commission, potential contract with the Joint Insurance Fund, contract negotiations with Mr. 

Tefankjian regarding a parking lot, personnel issues regarding the hiring of three firefighters and 

a full-time employee in the public works department and one part-time receptionist, Coco vs. the 

City of Brigantine litigation, Malone vs. the City of Brigantine litigation, Transformation 

Enterprises vs. the City of Brigantine litigation and contract negotiations regarding the 

Meadowbrook-Morgan contract. 

 

                                    *                                   *                                  * 

Councilman Sera moved, seconded by Councilwoman Bew to approve the Council meeting 

minutes of 04/01/15, 04/15/15 and 05/06/15. 

 

Roll Call: Bew, McClay, Delucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

                 Picardi:  “Abstained” on the 04/01/15 minutes and “Yes” on all others. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

                                *                                   *                                   * 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to approve the requisition list, 

operating expenses and payroll. 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

       Picardi:  “Abstained” on #15-01970. 

    

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

Swearing In Ceremony 



Fire Chief Alan Weidner read the accomplishments of each of the three new firefighters, Kyle 

Doran, Kyle Fitzgerald and Steven Sooy.  Mayor Guenther administered the oaths of office. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

      

Proclamation 

Mayor Guenther presented Linda Davoli a proclamation for being inducted in the New Jersey 

Surfing Hall of Fame.  Ms. Davoli, a lifelong resident of Brigantine was once ranked the #2 

woman surfer in the world.    

 

   

        *                                   *                                   * 

 

Public Comment on Agenda Items Only 

No comments were made. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilwoman Bew to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-166 

 

AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CONTRACT 

ENGINEERING SERVICES  

STORMWATER PUMP STATION AT HACKNEY PLACE,  

JENKINS PARKWAY AND 34TH STREET 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   *  

 

Councilwoman Bew moved, seconded by Councilwoman McClay to adopt the following 

resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-167 

 

AWARD OF CONTRACT 

COMBINATION SEWER CLEANER 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

 

Councilman Sera moved, seconded by Councilwoman McClay to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-168 

 

CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT 

 

Councilman DeLucry explained that this resolution only certifies that the members of Council 

have read the audit but doesn’t mean that everyone agrees with the audit findings. Councilman 

Delucry stated, “I find that a lot of the findings in the audit were overstated.  They were not 

consistent with past audit practices by the same auditor and in an unreasonable way they implied 

directly misconduct or they allowed for the impression of misconduct on the part of the 

employees and that to me is absolutely unconscionable, it shouldn’t have happened.  It is 

unprofessional.”  Councilman Picardi added, “I think the audit was not used as a management 



tool but more as a club and that has never happened in the history of the City.  There was never 

any definition given to us as what a major finding was.”  Mayor Guenther responded, “Last 

year’s audit was the by-product of the auditor coming in for an extended period of time, possibly, 

more time than the auditor has ever spent in our municipality.  The first order of business was to 

straighten out all of the items that were not posted to the areas where they should have and that 

was done over a period of several months.  It was very clear that no one talked about misconduct 

by any employee.  It was clearly said by myself as well as others that all funds were accounted 

for they were just in the wrong place.  So, the audit findings accurately reflected the condition of 

the City’s finances at the time that they were done.  What I find unconscionable is that members 

of Council who defended having a chief financial officer here on a part-time basis that created 

the situation where the City’s finances were in a deplorable condition are now going to attack the 

auditor for finding the finances in a deplorable condition.  I think what we need to do is move 

forward and work with the right staff and give them the amount of time that they need to get the 

job done.  Clearly, what we might be doing is those that were the majority of Council at that time 

made a mistake and did not put the proper resources in the finance department as opposed to 

attacking the auditor for the findings in this year’s audit.    I support the findings of the audit and 

I think Mr. Costello did a very professional job.”  Councilwoman McClay said she agreed with 

the comments made by Councilman DeLucry and Councilman Picardi.  “Mayor Guenther made 

a comment about the conditions of the finances. I will tell you that prior to the time that I was 

elected, there was no general ledger in place to properly operate as it should have been for the 

last decades so that also contributes to some of the mismanagement and sloppiness.”  Mayor 

Guenther responded, “Lisa, even you know that is not correct.  There is no way for the books to 

be balanced based on the information that was as hand. The former C.F.O. kept the equivalent of 

a general ledger in an excel format which was an acceptable format it just wasn’t called a general 

ledger by the definition of the previous auditor.  I can tell you if you look back, we never had a 

list of findings that we had this year by the former C.F.O. ”  Councilman Picardi replied, “I am 

not questioning the audit, I am questioning the manner in which it was presented to the public.”  

Mayor Guenther said, “I am questioning the manner in which two budgets that were presented to 

the public that created doom and gloom by the previous auditor and said that we needed $1.7 

million and we ended up needing nothing”.  Councilman Simpson stated, “We had a part-time 

C.F.O. and we needed a full-time person.  This is a C.F.O. of a $60 million corporation.  $60 

million flows through the City of Brigantine and somebody has to take care of it and that is why 

we hired a full-time C.F.O. and I understand she is one of the most professional and respected 

C.F.O.s in the State of New Jersey.”     

  

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-169 

 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT FEE REFUND 

BAKUL SHAH 

 

Mayor Guenther explained that council will vote on Resolution 2015-169 through 2015-180 as a 

group, because they all relate to permits for Superstorm Sandy repairs; saying this fee has been 

waived by ordinance so refunds need to be issued.  

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   *  

 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 



RESOLUTION 2015-170 

 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT FEE REFUND 

WILLIAM AND DIANE AMEND 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-171 

 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT FEE REFUND 

JOAN D’ABRUZZO 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-172 

 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT FEE REFUND 

JOANNE L. TUTTLE 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-173 

 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT FEE REFUND 

JEFFREY AND BEEJAY MARSH 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-174 

 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT FEE REFUND 

HEATHER MELLON 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 



        *                                   *                                   * 

 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-175 

 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT FEE REFUND 

EDWARD AND ROSEMARIE REHILL 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-176 

 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT FEE REFUND 

KEVIN AND SUSAN REARDON 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-177 

 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT FEE REFUND 

MICHAEL AND PATRICIA KUHN 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-178 

 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT FEE REFUND 

EILEEN P. HANNIGAN 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-179 

 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT FEE REFUND 

PHILIP BABLINO JR. AND YAN JUAN-LIN 

 



Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-180 

 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT FEE REFUND 

RONALD AND NANCY DIPINTO 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

Councilman Sera moved, seconded by Councilman Picardi to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-181 

 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT RENEWING MEMBERSHIP IN 

THE ATLANTIC COUNTY MUNICIPAL JOINT INSURNACE FUND 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

 

Councilman Bew moved, seconded by Councilman Picardi to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-182 

 

AUTHORIZING A GRANT WITH THE STATE OF NJ OFFICE OF EMERGENCY 

MANAGEMENT 

 

Mr. Stinson explained that this was for a new generator at the Fire & Police Department.  

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

 

 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilwoman McClay to adopt the following 

resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-183 

 

REAL ESTATE TAX OVERPAYMENT REFUND 

GARY AND LORRAINE FORZIATTI AND JIMMIE BONGIORNO 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 



        *                                   *                                   * 

 

Councilwoman Bew moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following 

resolution. 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-184 

 

FOUR WHEEL DRIVE PARTIAL PERMIT REFUND 

BARRY PARKER 

 

Mayor Guenther commented that Council will vote on Resolution 2015-184 through 2015-187 as 

a group, as they all relate to four wheel drive permit refunds due to the senior citizen and/or 

disabled veterans discount that is set by ordinance.  

 

Councilwoman McClay questioned if a leased vehicles are permitted to get a four wheel drive 

permit.  Mr. Stinson explained that he will look into the rules.  

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

Councilwoman Bew moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following 

resolution. 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-185 

 

FOUR WHEEL DRIVE PARTIAL PERMIT REFUND 

JOHN KENNEDY 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

Councilwoman Bew moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following 

resolution. 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-186 

 

FOUR WHEEL DRIVE PARTIAL PERMIT REFUND 

GLEN STEWART 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

Councilwoman Bew moved, seconded by Councilman Simpson to adopt the following 

resolution. 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-187 

 

FOUR WHEEL DRIVE PARTIAL PERMIT REFUND 

FRANCIS MCKENNA 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

                  Simpson:  “Abstained”. 

         

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 



Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Sera to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-188 

 

AUTHORIZING EXTENSION OF WAVE GAS STATION LEASE AGREEMENT 

 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilwoman Bew to adopt the following resolution. 

 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE 

RESOLUTION 2015-189 

 

INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE, CHAPTER 159 

“CLICK IT OR TICKET” 

 

Roll Call:  Bew, McClay, Picardi, DeLucry, Sera, Simpson, Guenther:  All “Yes”. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

Manager/Council/Committee Discussion 

Mr. Stinson reported that he asked all department heads to compile a list of any capital 

improvements that their offices needed and then asked Council to send him any suggestions they 

have. Councilwoman McClay commented that there was a previous list of capital improvement 

projects and asked if these items would have to be put on the new list.  Mr. Stinson said they will 

carry over; saying further that he will put together a list of all improvements currently in progress 

or scheduled to be completed. 

 

Mr. Stinson thanked all the departments responsible for the “National Night Out” and said that it 

was a wonderful community event.  

 

        *                                   *                                   * 

 

Public Comments 

 

Eric Hogan of 4500 W. Brigantine Avenue Suite 1155 presented a petition to prohibit parking on 

eastern portion of Brigantine Avenue between 45th Street South and the entrance to the 

Brigantine Beach Club.  

 

Colleen Stall of 516 West Shore Drive spoke about the jet ski area in the back bay; expressing 

her concerns for the safety of other water craft in the area. 

 

Anne Phillips of 308 27th Street spoke on behalf of the Tax Payers Association, urging Council 

to settle the expired PBA contract. Mr. Scerni commented that the contract is not final until it is 

voted on by Council; because it is still in negotiations and should not be available to the public 

prior. Mrs. Phillips then commented on the audit, saying that clarification and direction are in 

order, further announcing that the Corrective Action Plan has not been completed for 2014. City 

Clerk, Lynn Sweeney stated that the Chief Financial Officer has now filed the Corrective Action 

Plan with the State and suggested Mrs. Philips come in for a copy.  

 

Joan Reese Evans of 1419 Bayshore Ave. spoke about the Golf Course and what options the City 

has.  Mayor Guenther responded that there will be options outlined by the fall. Councilman 

DeLucry commented on the various choices that have been discussed for the last two years and 

said that Council needs to act because the current management contract ends at the end of this 

year.  

 



Ann Wenitsky of 4725 Atlantic-Brigantine Blvd. Blvd. stated that only one Council person came 

up with options in regards to the management of the golf course and asked Councilman DeLucry 

what options he was in favor of.  Councilman Delucry stated that he would call Ron Jaworski to 

work out a deal.  

 

John Livesy of 203 9th Street North spoke about the golf course stating that it affects everyone in 

the town, so we should make it as pleasurable as possible and make sure that it is marketed 

correctly.  

 

John Pucci of 100 Sheridan Square commented that he feels there has been “incompetence and 

mismanagement with the administration in Brigantine for the past few years” and that is why the 

City got fined by the State.  Mr. Pucci noted that under Republican majority there was a zero 

percent tax increase while for the past two years under the Democratic control he had a tax 

increase.  Mr. Pucci also complimented the municipal employees who volunteered their time for 

the “National Night Out” event.  Councilwoman McClay responded by saying that the two years 

that the Democrats were in control, they had to make tough financial decisions and if it wasn’t 

for those decisions, there wouldn’t be a zero percent tax rate increase today.   

 

       *                                   *                                   * 

 

Councilman Picardi moved, seconded by Councilman Sera to adjourn the meeting.  

 

There being no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 P.M. 

 

 

 ________________________ 

        Mayor Philip Guenther  

___________________________ 

Lynn Sweeney, RMC, City Clerk 

 


